
Meet  and greet  for  our  Kuwait -based a lumni  ( June 21st )
Meet  and greet  for  our  Be i rut-based a lumni  ( Ju ly  22nd)
Meet  and greet  for  our  Ca i ro-based a lumni  (August ,  deta i l s  TBA)
[NEW] Mentor ing  event  for  newly  admitted Arab students  to  Ya le  Col lege  -  locat ions  based on countr ies  of
admitted students  (August )
Annual  Arabs  Apply ing  to  Ya le  on l ine  admiss ions  workshop (September )
Careers  in  the  MENA reg ion on l ine  speaker  ser ies  (October )

Marhaba!
The Ya le  Arab Alumni  Assoc iat ion  (YAAA)  i s  back  in  act ion ,  and we are  thr i l led  to  be  in  your  inboxes  today with  the
f i rs t  newsletter  of  2023.  We are  say ing  goodbye to  our  former  Pres ident ,  Ky le ,  and long-serv ing  board  member ,
Nafez .  We are  exc i ted  to  int roduce you to  our  newly  e lected board  and share  our  top pr ior i t ies  for  the  upcoming
ca lendar  year :

P lease  reach out  to  us  i f  you want  to  get  more  invo lved with  YAAA or  organ ize  someth ing  in  your  c i ty  -  we look
forward to  hear ing  f rom you!
Contact  us  at :  board@ya learaba lumni .org

Vanessa  Marsot  '91

YAAA Nashra

Vanessa  majored in  women's  s tud ies  and l i terature  at  Ya le .  S ince  rece iv ing  her
degree in  1991,  she  has  worked as  a  l i censed psychotherap ist ,  yoga  and aer ia l
ar ts  inst ructor  and entrepreneur .  She runs  a  vegan hea l th  fac i l i ty  and i s
current ly  work ing  with  Env i ronmenta l  Qual i ty  Internat iona l  (EQI )  to  convert
var ious  hote ls  in  S iwa ,  Egypt ,  to  a  vegan l i festy le .  In  addi t ion  to  her  current
job ,  Vanessa  has  worked as  a  model ,  an  actor ,  and an  Eng l i sh  teacher  in  Par is .
She has  managed menta l  hea l th  fac i l i t ies  and performed persona l  t ra in ing .
Vanessa 's  Egypt ian  mother  taught  Egypt ian  h is tory  at  a  un ivers i ty ,  and Ahmed
Lutf i  e l -Sayed was  her  great  unc le .  

Addi t iona l ly ,  Vanessa  i s  work ing  with  Mounir  Neamata l la  to  renovate  h is  hote ls
in  S iwa.  Many people  showed interest  and d iscussed vegan food at  the  Ya le
Day of  Serv ice  event  thanks  to  Vanessa 's  fundamenta l  commitment  to  making
hea l thy  food access ib le .  I f  you are  interested in  jo in ing  a  wel lness  or  yoga
retreat  in  S iwa ,  Vanessa  wi l l  be  happy to  arrange i t .

1

WHAT'S  IN THIS  EDITION

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHTS

June 2023  |  www.ya learaba lumni .org  |   media@yalearaba lumni .org

~ The Quarter ly Yale Arab Alumni Assoc ia t ion Journal  ~ 

yalearabalumni.org @yalearabalumni Yale Arab Alumni Association

https://www.yalearabalumni.org/


2yalearabalumni.org @yalearabalumni Yale Arab Alumni Association

YAAA Nashra June 2023

Next  up on the  YAAA ca lendar :  

A QUICK REFRESHER ABOUT YAAA

About Us:
The Yale Arab Alumni Association was founded in 2007 in Beirut, Lebanon, by a
group of Yale alumni dedicated to strengthening ties between Yale University and
the Arab World. The Association is the sole independent, shared interest group
serving Yale alumni living and working in the region. Alumni with a professional,
academic, or personal interest in the Arab world are invited to our community. 
 
Our Mission:
To provide opportunities for alumni to band together in light of their shared
experience of living and working in the Arab world. We are equally committed to
upholding Yale’s values of public service by promoting alumni engagement and
outreach to local communities in the Arab world.



Malak Nasr ,  YC’19 (Davenport )  
P r e s i d e n t
Malak  graduated f rom Ya le  Col lege  in  2019 with  a  bache lor ' s  degree in  Anthropology .  Fo l lowing graduat ion ,  she  was
awarded the  Cohen Publ ic  Serv ice  and Gordon Grand fe l lowships  to  support  her  work  as  Program Director  at  Havenly
Treats ,  a  New Haven-based non-prof i t  of fer ing  job  t ra in ing  for  refugee women.

Malak  co-d i rected the  f i rs t -ever  Arab conference at  Ya le  in  2018 that  inc luded speaker  events  and panels  on  Middle
East  current  af fa i rs ,  po l i t ics ,  cu l ture ,  and h is tory .  Malak  i s  voca l  as  a  pat ient  advocate  for  the  Type 1  Diabetes
community  and rece ived the  DeDoc Voices  scholarsh ip  to  at tend the  2022 Advanced Technolog ies  and Treatments  for
Diabetes  (ATTD)  Conference .  Malak  i s  pursu ing  an  MPhi l  in  Populat ion  Hea l th  Sc iences  at  the  Univers i ty  of  Cambr idge .

Omar Chr ist id is ,  YC’04 (Morse) ,  SOM'07
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t
Omar Chr is t id is  i s  an  entrepreneur ,  innovat ion evangel i s t ,  and ecosystem bui lder  who i s  dr iven by  a  pass ion to  advance
the d ig i ta l  industry  in  MENA.
Omar  br ings  expert  knowledge in  d ig i ta l  d is rupt ion ,  emerg ing  bus iness  models ,  corporate  innovat ion st rateg ies ,  and
government  po l ic ies  to  foster  entrepreneursh ip .  

Omar 's  company,  Arabnet ,  has  organ ized over  30 tech conferences  featur ing  more  than 2 ,000 g loba l  experts ,  supported
over  650 startups ,  and i ssued over  a  dozen or ig ina l  research reports .  Omar  i s  an  Advisory  Board  member  of  the
Strateg ic  Fores ights  Program at  the  Middle  East  Inst i tute  (Washington DC) ,  a  Facu l ty  Member  and Moderator  at  the
Aspen Inst i tute ,  UK,  a  Board  Member  of  the  Lebanese Exhib i t ions  & Conferences  Assoc iat ion  (LECA) ,  and a  Founding
Board Member  of  the  Ya le  Arab Alumni  Assoc iat ion .

Shady M.  Qubaty ,  YC’20 (Morse)
T r e a s u r e r
As the i r  f i r s t  undergraduate  f rom Yemen,  Shady graduated f rom Ya le  Col lege  in  2020 double  major ing  in  economics  and
Near  Eastern  stud ies .  He was  pres ident  of  h is  co l lege  counc i l ,  the  Arab Students  Assoc iat ion ,  and the  MENA
Assoc iat ion ,  which  he  founded to  lead the  campaign to  estab l i sh  a  f i f th  cu l tura l  center .  Rece iv ing  Ya le ’s  2020 Henry
Fel lowship ,  he  completed a  master ’ s  degree in  deve lopment  s tud ies  at  the  Univers i ty  of  Cambr idge .  

Shady was  an  Innovat ion and Strategy  Assoc iate  of  the  Dubai  Bus iness  Assoc iates  scheme and i s  a  member  of  the
Chartered Inst i tute  of  Log ist ics  and Transport .  He current ly  works  with  DP Wor ld  Europe as  a  Transformat ion and
Strategy Manager .  He i s  a l so  the  Founder  and CEO of  Yemen’s  lead ing  internat iona l  NGO,  Ada lah ,  the  off ic ia l
secretar iat  to  the  UK Par l iament ,  and serves  as  the  VP of  the  Economic  Forum for  Susta inab le  Development .
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We are thrilled to announce
our new board for 2023-2024

Mohammad
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Naser  Al  Sayer ,  SOM’19
D i r e c t o r  o f  A c t i v i t i e s
Naser  graduated f rom the School  of  Management  in  2019,  and current ly  ho lds  the  pos i t ion  of  Cha i rperson at  A lSayer
Franchis ing  which  operates  over  70 branches  in  Kuwait ,  he  i s  a l so  a  Senior  Investment  Ana lyst  at  A l  Dhow Hold ing .

He a lso  focuses  on screening  technology and fund investments  in  addi t ion ,  to  d i rect  investment  Naser  i s  pass ionate
about  Economic  Development  and has  served as  V ice  Curator  for  the  Wor ld  Economic  Forum’s  Globa l  Shapers  at  the
Kuwait  C i ty  Hub for  two years .  He current ly  serves  on the  Board  of  the  Kuwait  Bus iness  Counc i l  in  the  Uni ted Arab
Emirates  connect ing  Kuwait  bus inesses  to  the  UAE.  Naser  has  over  7  years  of  work  exper ience in  F inance and
Strategy .  Prev ious ly  Naser  was  part  of  the  Nat iona l  Bank of  Kuwait ’ s  Domest ic  Corporate  Bank ing  Group as  a
Relat ionsh ip  Off icer  pr imar i ly  work ing  on lending  and managing  c l ient ’ s  cred i t  needs .  

Thomas Dolan ,  YC’05 (Morse)
D i r e c t o r  o f  U n i v e r s i t y  R e l a t i o n s
Thomas S imsar ian  Dolan  graduated f rom Ya le  Col lege  in  2005.  He i s  current ly  an  ACLS Emerg ing  Voices  Postdoctora l
Fe l low in  Middle  Eastern  and South  As ian  Studies  at  Emory  Univers i ty .  After  rece iv ing  h is  Ph .D.  in  Amer ican Studies
from George Washington Univers i ty ,  he  spent  last  year  teach ing  as  a  Fu lbr ight  U.S .  Scholar  in  History  at  the
Amer ican Univers i ty  in  Ca i ro  (AUC) .  

Thomas has  served as  a  v is i t ing  researcher  at  the  Doha Inst i tute  for  Graduate  Studies ,  publ i shed in  Mashr iq  &
Mahjar ,  Huff ington Post ,  Egypt  Migrat ions ,  Muftah ,  Arab Amer ica ,  The Armenian Weekly ,  and HowlRound,  and
current ly  serves  as  Co-Coord inator  of  the  SWANA Sect ion of  the  Assoc iat ion  for  As ian  Amer ican Studies  and member
of  SAG-AFTRA’s  f i rs t  Nat iona l  MENA Committee .

Salma Shaheen,  YC’22 (S i l l iman)
D i r e c t o r  o f  M e m b e r s h i p  a n d  V o l u n t e e r s
Sa lma graduated f rom Ya le  Col lege  in  2022 with  a  bache lor ' s  degree in  Economics .  At  Ya le ,  she  rece ived severa l
fe l lowships  to  conduct  research at  the  intersect ion  of  labor  economics ,  spat ia l  economics ,  and migrat ion  in  Pa lest ine .
She worked as  an  Economics  RA for  Professor  Rohin i  Pande and the  Ya le  Economics  Growth Centre .  Born  and ra ised
in  Hebron,  Sa lma founded Ya l ies4Palest ine  to  advocate  for  Pa lest in ians ’  r ights  under  the  Is rae l i  occupat ion .  She
served on Ya le ’s  Advisory  Committee  on Access ib i l i ty  Resources ,  for  which  she was  awarded S i l l iman ’s  Divers i ty  and
Inc lus ion Award .  Sa lma a lso  serves  on the  board  committee  for  the  Uni ted Wor ld  Col leges  nat iona l  committee  in
Pa lest ine .

Current ly ,  she  i s  pursu ing  an  MSc in  Economics  for  Development  at  the  Univers i ty  of  Oxford  af ter  rece iv ing  Ya le ’s
2022 Henry  Fe l lowship .  In  her  research ,  Sa lma focuses  on gender  d i f ferent ia l s  in  the  labor  market  in  the  MENA
region .  

Mohammad Sa lem,  YC'24 (Davenport )
Sen ior  Student  L ia i son
Mohammad Sa lem is  a  r i s ing  sen ior  or ig ina l ly  f rom Rockford ,  IL .  He i s  s tudy ing  Molecu lar ,  Ce l lu lar ,  and
Developmenta l  B io logy  with  a  cert i f icate  in  g loba l  hea l th  s tud ies .  Mohammad served as  the  prev ious  pres ident  of  the
Arab Students  Assoc iat ion  as  wel l  as  the  Vice  Pres ident  of  the  Ya le  internat iona l  re lat ions  assoc iat ion .  

Mohammad is  very  pass ionate  about  g loba l  hea l th ,  hav ing  prev ious ly  worked on a  research pro ject  wi th  the  Ya le
school  of  publ ic  hea l th  invest igat ing  the  l ink  between substance use  amongst  forced migrants  in  Amman,  Jordan.
Mohammad a lso  works  as  an  undergraduate  researcher  at  the  Ya le  Stem Center  research ing  neutrophi l s  in  the  Lu  Lab .

YAAA Nashra June 2023
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At the  end of  January ,  the  Off ice  of  Management  and Budget  (OMB)  in  the  B iden White  House proposed new
report ing  categor ies  for  a  combined ethnic  and rac ia l  ident i ty  quest ion  on the  2030 Census .  For  the  f i rs t  t ime,  i t
would  inc lude a  Middle  Eastern  or  North  Afr ican  (MENA)  category .  
 
A iming  to  d isaggregate  peoples  or ig inat ing  f rom Morocco to  I ran  f rom the “White”  category ,  th is  deve lopment
bui lds  on decades  of  community  organ iz ing ,  as  wel l  as  ear l ier  changes  proposed by  the  Obama admin ist rat ion  but
e l iminated by  Trump’s .  That  sa id ,  the  def in i t ion  of  the  MENA reg ion ,  i t s  ind igenous  and t ransnat iona l  groups ,  and
the language of  Census  quest ions  remains  contested .  As  such ,  the  OMB so l ic i ted  publ ic  comment  on proposed
language f rom February  through Apr i l ,  he ld  three  town ha l l s ,  and wi l l  engage in  an  ongoing  conversat ion  with
community ,  po l icy ,  and lobbying  groups  moving  forward .  

Many Arab ,  Armenian ,  and I ran ian  groups  have welcomed th is  change as  a  way to  d isaggregate  our  communit ies
f rom the White  category  and better  ref lect  exper iences  of  d iscr iminat ion  in  immigrat ion/natura l i zat ion ,  hous ing ,
hea l thcare ,  and popular  media .  The creat ion  of  a  MENA category  might  a lso  serve  as  a  s topgap for  the  sh i f t  in
Federa l  T i t le  VI  funding  away f rom ha l f  a  dozen Middle  East  Stud ies  programs.  In  addi t ion ,  th is  federa l  report ing
would  augment  deve lopments  in  As ian  Amer ican ,  Ethn ic ,  Amer ican ,  and Middle  East  Stud ies  center ing
MENA/SWANA diasporas  and race .

Dima Srouj i  '16
Dima had a  memorable  t ime at  Ya le  when she was  study ing  arch i tecture  and
attending  her  c lasses  in  the  ar t  department .  In  2016,  she  rece ived her
degree f rom the Ya le  School  of  Arch i tecture .  She has  s ince  been employed
in  the  f ie lds  of  arch i tecture  and art .  Dima was  born ,  ra ised ,  and has  fami l ia l
t ies  to  the  Middle  East  on  both  s ides .  She cont inues  to  work  there  on
occas ion for  part icu lar  pro jects .  

Dima was  the  Victor ia  & Albert  Museum's  2022–2023 Jameel  Fe l low.  She
current ly  oversees  the  MA City  Des ign  stud ios  at  the  Roya l  Col lege  of  Art
in  London.  The Corn ing  Museum of  Glass  and the  Stede l i jk  Museum
Amsterdam have late ly  added some of  her  creat ions  to  the i r  permanent
co l lect ions .  Dima wi l l  be  de l ighted i f  you would  l ike  to  d iscuss  anyth ing
re lated to  v isua l  ar ts ,  c i ty  des ign ,  and arch i tecture !

NEWS FROM CAMPUS:  ADDING MENA TO THE CENSUS

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHTS
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/01/27/2023-01635/initial-proposals-for-updating-ombs-race-and-ethnicity-statistical-standards
https://yallacountmenain.org/
https://www.armenianmenacheckbox.org/facts
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/4/1/why-is-there-no-mena-category-on-the-2020-us-census
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/OMB-2023-0001/comments
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/iegpsnrc/nrcpresskit7july2021.pdf
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Kyle  ho lds  a  BA f rom Ya le  Univers i ty  and an  MA from Harvard  Univers i ty .
Ky le  jo ined YAAA in  2007 and became a  board  member  when he moved
to Dubai  in  2013 and took over  as  Pres ident  in  2016.  Under  Ky le 's
leadersh ip ,  YAAA became an inva luab le  interface  for  fac i l i tat ing
interact ion  and d ia logue between the  un ivers i ty  and the  MENA reg ion .
We are  so  proud of  the  community  that  has  been bu i l t ,  and we are
exc i ted  for  our  new leadersh ip  to  take  th ings  to  the  next  leve l .

YAAA would  l ike  to  take  th is  opportuni ty  to  h igh l ight  and thank two
outgoing  board  members :  our  former  Pres ident ,  Ky le ,  and our  former
Treasurer ,  Nafez .  We are  immense ly  gratefu l  for  your  work  in  susta in ing
YAAA for  the  past  few years  and for  cont inu ing  to  push the
organizat ion  forward .

GOODBYE AND THANK YOU TO
THE DEPARTING BOARD 

Kyle  McEneaney YC’02 (Morse)

Kyle  McEneaney i s  a  Fe l low lead ing
g loba l  growth in i t ia t ives  for
Schmidt  Futures  and the  programs
i t  supports .  He founded Bel lamy
Partners ,  an  investment  and
advisory  f i rm that  works  with
hedge funds ,  fami ly  of f ices ,  and
corporate  c l ients  on bespoke
investment  and corporate
deve lopment  mandates  in  MENA,
East  Afr ica ,  and Southeast  As ia .  

Nafez  Al  Dakkak YC’11
(Calhoun/Grace  Hopper )

Nafez  i s  the  CEO of  the  Queen
Rania  Foundat ion ’s  London off ice ,
where  he  oversees  the
foundat ion ’s  s t rateg ic
partnersh ips  and ta lent
deve lopment .  He a lso  leads  the
foundat ion ’s  engagement  with  the
educat ion entrepreneursh ip
sectors  across  MENA and g loba l ly .  

Pr ior  to  th is  ro le ,  Nafez  founded Edraak .org ,  the  largest  Arab ic  on l ine
educat ion porta l  that  reaches  over  5  mi l l ion  learners  across  the  MENA
region .  Nafez  jo ined YAAA in  2019 and has  been instrumenta l  in  growing
and connect ing  our  network  of  a lumni .  When he was  at  Ya le ,  he  was
pres ident  of  the  Arab Students  Assoc iat ion  (ASA) ;  he  set  up  Tadreeb,  an
internsh ip  program for  Ya l ies  look ing  to  get  exper ience in  the  MENA
region;  he  co-d i rected entrepreneursh ip  at  the  Middle  East  Conference;
and he  secured the  f i rs t  room for  the  ASA on campus .  Thank you Nafez
for  a l l  your  serv ice  to  the  Arab Ya l ie  community !

yalearabalumni.org @yalearabalumni Yale Arab Alumni Association

RECOMMENDATIONS OF
THE MONTH

Our recommended read ing  i s  a  recent
re lease  by  Todd Reisz ,  Ya le  ‘03 ,
Showpiece  City :  How Architecture  Made
Dubai .  In  th is  fasc inat ing  h is tory ,  Re isz
expla ins  how Harr i s  and other  h i red
profess iona ls  p lanned Dubai ' s  t rans i t ion
in  the  1970s .  Todd Reisz  uncovers  the
perseverance that  was  used to  se l l  Dubai
as  a  successfu l  bus iness  s t rategy  by
drawing on exc lus ive  interv iews ,  pr ivate
arch ives ,  and o ld  photos .  Re isz  h igh l ights
the  c i ty ' s  f i r s t  hosp i ta l ,  nat iona l  bank ,
and skyscraper ,  among other  ear ly
arch i tectura l  accompl ishments .

Our  recommended v iewing for  the  month
is  the  f i rs t  Saudi  content  on Netf l ix ,  the
award-winning  s ix-short  f i lm co l lect ion
“S ix  Windows in  the  Desert , ”  produced
by Te l faz11.

The f i lms  depict  Saudi  s tor ies  that  wi l l
g ive  the  v iewers  an  exper ience of  Saudi
cu l ture ,  humor  and art .  Te l faz11 started
as  a  Youtube /  mult ichannel  network  in
2011,  and they now have 3 .4  mi l l ion
subscr ibers .  The i r  award-winning  content
led  Netf l ix  and Te l faz11 to  partner  in
2020 and reach a  g loba l  audience .  Key
investors  in  Te l faz  inc lude VentureSouq,
a  VC f i rm with  two Ya le  a lumni  partners ,
Tammer  Qaddumi  ‘06 and Sonia
Weymul ler  ‘05 .  Netf l ix  has  partnered
aga in  with  Te l faz11,  to  d i rect  and
produce 8  short  f i lms  that  wi l l  reach Arab
and g loba l  audiences .  
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http://www.toddreisz.com/about-me/
https://telfaz11.com/
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Every  year ,  the  Ya le  A lumni  Assoc iat ion  (YAA)  leads  the  Day of
Serv ice ,  wi th  act iv i t ies  in  New Haven and around the  wor ld .
Here  at  YAAA,  we have been organiz ing  events  in  the  MENA
region for  the  last  few years  and we are  exc i ted  to  keep th is
t rad i t ion  go ing .  I f  you would  l ike  to  lead a  Day of  Serv ice  event
in  your  area ,  p lease  get  in  touch!

yalearabalumni.org @yalearabalumni Yale Arab Alumni Association

WHAT WE WERE UP TO LAST MONTH

EGYPT
Vanessa  Marsot  ( '91)  and her  f r iends  led  a  Day of  Serv ice  event
on May 14th  at  Umm Kulthum Park  in  Ca i ro .  The a im was  to
ra ise  awareness  about  the  env i ronmenta l  and hea l th  advantages
of  vegan and p lant-based d iets .  The event  was  in  co l laborat ion
with  the  “  Vegan in  Our  House”  restaurant  which  he lped to
offer  samples  to  pedestr ians  and d iscuss  the  benef i ts  of  a  vegan
diet .  The Day of  Serv ice  conc luded with  a  de l ic ious  vegan
pot luck  in  the  park .

KUWAIT
On May 15th  Ya le ’s  a lumni  f rom the School  of
Arch i tecture  and Management  with  f r iends
worked together  to  c lean Mess i lah  Publ ic
Beach ,  a  wel l -known beach in  Kuwait .  Fr iends
worked together  to  comb the  beach for  l i t ter
and sort  i t  for  recyc l ing .  F ive  large  bags  of
waste  inc lud ing  p last ics ,  meta ls ,  compost
mater ia l s ,  and non-recyc lab les  were  co l lected .
I t  was  a  joyfu l  exper ience and the  day  ended
with  f r iends  network ing  whi le  en joy ing  ch i l led
fresh  ju ices .

YAAA Nashra June 2023
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EVENTS HAPPENING LATER THIS  SUMMER

Sharing this newsletter with a friend? You can subscribe to YAAA here:

YAAA Nashra June 2023

I smai l  graduated f rom Ya le  in  2020 with  a  double  major  in  NELC and
Economics .  He a lso  d id  research in  psychology and produced three
publ icat ions .  I smai l  i s  current ly  work ing  in  AI  at  Tur ing ,  a  un icorn
startup based in  Pa lo  A l to .  He former ly  worked at  Boston Consul t ing
Group (BCG) ,  where  he  prov ided adv ice  to  s ix  Fortune 500 customers
across  a  range of  industr ies .  

I smai l  has  a  great  sense  of  loya l ty  to  h is  nat ive  Morocco where  he  was
born and ra ised .  He has  l ived abroad for  the  past  seven years ,  but  s t i l l
fee ls  a  connect ion to  h is  country  and wants  to  apply  h is  g loba l
exper iences  in  a  career  back  home .  I smai l  i s  a  member  of  OPUS,  a
prest ig ious  profess iona l  network  for  asp i r ing  bus iness  leaders  s i tuated
in  London.  Addi t iona l ly ,  he  be longs  to  the  Chief  of  Staf f  Assoc iat ion .

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHTS
Ismai l  E l  Ha i louch '20

http://eepurl.com/P1BHL

